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Technological
innovation is the
key factor for

a sustainable and
competitive growth.
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Italcementi Group's
mission is to create value
in the building sector
through the innovative
and sustainable use of
natural resources.
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Today cementitious
materials need

to be flexible to meet
the most various types of
applications and design.
























The greening of the building sector is
considered one of the most promising
areas for eco-innovation as well as for the
development of the green economy in
general. In this field you are working on
significant projects for sustainability in the
urban environment. What are their main
objectives and contents?

We are closely involved with all of the Econoving
Chair partners in developing an integrated vision
of sustainable European cities of the future:
resilient, adaptable cities whose components are
«intelligent», communicating with one another
for improved technical efficiency and improved
livability. In these cities social needs are at the
core of development and re-development, and
are never just an afterthought. In a sense, the
vision we are developing is a kind of thoughtful,
practical response to the view that sustainabil-
ity means simply consuming less. Our vision is
one of high quality of life and environmen-
tal sustainability, built on technical, financial,
and social acceptability research and solutions
to the question of how to control the flows of
energy, waste, transport and information more
efficiently to reduce total demands on supporting
eco-systems. At the same time we are working
to integrate new technologies which will help
us to transition to new, renewable forms of
energy such as solar, wind and biogas, which
will enable us to gradually transform cities from

more efficient users of current technologies into
net positive contributors to their eco-systems.
This is the largest, overall objective: to construct
cities which are overall energy- and eco-posi-
tive, with particular positive effects measured in
readily available terms, for example, increased
biodiversity in areas where human habits and
consumption reduced biodiversity.

Eco-innovation and social innovation: what is
the relationship between these two lines of
action in the creation of a sustainable city?

Eco-innovation and social innovation are simply
two dimensions or ways of talking about the
same integrated suite of problems, priorities and
activities. The unity of these two things is very
important to our thinking. Technical innovations
do not occur in a vaccuum for no-one: technical
eco-innovations are for the sake of the human
communities which will use them, so those
communities are critical to the conception,
development and implementation of those tech-
nologies. Co-design, then, between end-users
and technical experts, is a critical part of our
thinking. Equally, we recognize that implemen-
tation of technical innovations is not free —
someone must pay for them somehow. We are
deeply concerned with identifying ways to fund
take-up of eco-innovations. In the same vein, we
recognize that substantial legal reform may be
needed to enable eco-innovation — from revision





